QUINCE-----QtJINOA.

comic and sarcastic humour, like Falstaff,
Volpone, &c. He retained his pre-eminence
until the appearance of Garrick in 1741. His
last performance was Falstaff (1753), in
which character he is supposed never to have
been excelled He spent his latter years at
Bath, where his fund of anecdote and pointed
wit made him much sought after.

Quince, the fruit of the Cydonia vuLg&ris,
nat. order Kosaceae. The quince-tree, which
is supposed to be a native of Western Asia,
is now cultivated throughout Europe, and

Quince (Oydonia vulgdris).

in many parts of the United States, for its
handsome golden yellow fruit, which, though
hard and austere when plucked from the
tree, becomes excellent when boiled and
eaten with sugar, or preserved in syrup, or
made into marmalade.

Quincey, THOMAS DE.    See De Quincey.

Quincunx, an arrangement of five objects
in a square, one at each corner and one in
the middle thus

y, the name of two towns and several
\ in the United States. (1) A town
in Adams county, Illinois, on the left bank
of the Mississippi, 105 miles north-west of
St. Louis. It is an important railway centre;
has an extensive river traffic, and various
manufacturing establishments, including to-
bacco manufactories, foundries, machine-
shops, saw and flour mills, and an extensive
and rapidly increasing trade. Pop. 31,494.
(2) Atown in Norfolk county, Massachusetts,
on a branch of Boston harbour, about 7
miles from Boston. Its most important and
lucrative industry is the working of the
quarries which furnish the well-known
Quincy granite. The fisheries also are im-
portant, and a considerable number of ves-
sels are fitted out in the building-yards.
Pop. 16,723.

Quiacy, JOSIAH, an American writer, born
at Boston 1772, died 1864. Educated for

the law, he made politics his profession, and
was a member of congress from 1804 to
1812. Then he was elected a member of
the senate of the legislature of Massachu-
setts, a position which he held till 1821, in
which year he held the office of speaker of
the house.. Prom 1823 to 1828 he was
mayor of Boston and effected various im-
portant reforms. Prom 1829 to 1845 he
was president of Harvard College. His
principal works are History of Harvard
University; Municipal History of the Town
and City of Boston during Two Centuries;
Life of John Quincy Adams.
Quinet (ke-n5)5 EDGAR, a French philoso-
pher, poet, historian, and politician, born
1803, died 1875. He first attracted atten-
tion by a translation of Herder's Philosophie
der Geschichte in 1825. In 1828 he accom-
panied a scientific commission to the Morea;
and in 1839 he became professor of foreign
literature at Lyons, a position he changed
in 1841 for a similar chair in the College of
France. In consequence of the strongly de-
mocratic tone of the lectures delivered there
from 1843 to 1846, his class-room was in
the latter year closed by the government,
and was not reopened till after the revolu-
tion of 1848. After the election of Napo-
leon as president Quinet was expelled from
France, and refusing all Napoleon's amnes-
ties, his exile lasted till after the revolution
of 1870. His works, which number about
thirty volumes, include poems, dramas, his-
tories, religious mystical books, &<x
Quinine (C3oHjN202), a white, crystalline
alkaloid substance, inodorous, very bitter,
and possessed of marked antifebrile proper-
ties. It is obtained from the bark of several
trees of the order Cinchonacese (see Uin-
chona), but perhaps the best is that from
calisaya bark. It was discovered about
1820, and has entirely superseded the use of
the bark itself in medicine, being most com-
monly used in the form of sulphate of qui-
nine. The extraordinary value of quinine
in medicine as a febrifuge and tonic has given
rise to a large trade in Peruvian bark, and
has caused the cinchona tree to be exten-
sively planted in India and elsewhere. Qui-
nine in small doses is stomachic, in large
doses it causes extreme disturbance of the
nerves, headache, deafness, blindness, para-
lysis, but seldom death.
Quinoa (kwi-no'a), a South American
plant (Chenopodium Quinoa), of which there
are two cultivated varieties, one yielding
white seeds, and sometimes called petty-
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